
From:   
Sent: Friday, March 30, 2007 11:27 AM 
To: Michael Norton 
Subject: Commission on Judicial Discipline 

Dear Mike: 

  
Please see the memorandum, attached hereto, addressed to your attention. 

  . . . with kind regards, 

 

 

From: "Michael Norton" <mjnorton@bfw-law com> 
To: 
Subject: RE: Commission on Judicial Discipline 
Date: Fri, 30 Mar 2007 14:33:52 -0600 
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March 30, 2007 

 

  I have passed your communication on to Rick Wehmhoeffer, Executive Director of the Commission, for appropriate
action.  

 The Commission’s rules prohibit me from communicating on such matters.

   

  
Michael J. Norton 
Phone: (303) 796-2626                          
Fax:     (303) 796-2777 
Email:   mjnorton@bfw-law.com 

  

  

Burns, Figa & Will, P.C.                                    
Suite 1000                                                         
6400 S. Fiddlers Green Circle                           
Greenwood Village, CO  80111  

www.burnsfigawill.com

Printed: Friday, March 30, 2007 3:58 PM



From:    
Sent: Friday, March 30, 2007 2:44 PM 
To: Michael Norton 
Subject: RE: Commission on Judicial Discipline 

Mike  --call me  

Problem is that Rick is simply ignoring me (and, therefore, violating the statute, providing a procedure for
application for forfeiture of salary by a citizen-complainant).   I purposefully omitted the accused judge's name
from the memorandum and this email communication to avoid issues of confidentiality regarding this matter.
See, e.g., People v. Bryant, 94 P.3d 624, 629 (Colo. 2004) (recognizing redacted versions of documents 
qualifying as "confidential"); see also Gillies v. Schmidt, 556 P.2d 82, 86 (Colo.App. 1976) (maintaining
confidentiality compliant with § 19--10--115(1), C.R.S.1973 (1975 Cum. Supp.) means withholding 
"information which could lead to identification of the child, parents or informant"). 
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  I am sorry, but to repeat, I am precluded from discussing Commission matters and will pass this email, along with
the other one, on to Mr. Wehmhoeffer.  Please do not attempt to call me about this matter, I will not knowingly take your call.

  
 

 
Michael J. Norton 
Phone: (303) 796-2626                          
Fax:     (303) 796-2777 
Email:   mjnorton@bfw-law.com 

  
  Burns, Figa & Will, P.C.                                   

 

Suite 1000                                                        

 

6400 S. Fiddlers Green Circle                          

 

Greenwood Village, CO  80111  

www.burnsfigawill.com 

  



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is conf ident ial and may be privileged. If you be lieve that  this e-
mail has been sent to you in error, please reply to the sender that you received the message in error; then please delete this e-mail. 
Thank you. 

  

  

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: This e-mai l and any at tached documents may conta in 
prov is ions concern ing a federal tax issue or issues.  Th is  e-mail and any at tached documents are not intended or written to be 
used, and cannot be used, by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any taxpayer by the Interna l 
Revenue Service 





 
 
 
 


30 March 2007 
 
Michael J. Norton, Esq. 
BURNS, FIGA & WILL 
6400 S. Fiddler’s Green Circle, Suite 1030 
Englewood, CO 80111 
 


RE: Colorado Commission on Judicial Discipline 
 
Dear Mike: 
 


I am a friend of Jo Scott and am writing concerning complaints that I have filed with Rick 


Wehmhoefer dating back to February of 2006, reporting that a  District judge has 


knowingly refused to rule on a recusal motion since  2004, thereby suspending the 


proceedings.  Specifically, I reported this under Colo.Rev.Stat. Section 13-5-136.   Initially, Dr. 


Rick replied with his usual form letter that the Commission is not an appellate court and cannot get 


involved in an ongoing case and that I should seek the advice of counsel competent.  However, I 


note that the Annual Report published in The Colorado Lawyer (I am a CBA member) indicates that 


there are numerous disciplinary situations in which the Commission does conduct investigations 


irrespective of whether a case has been closed. Moreover, neither C.R.S. §§ 13-5-135 nor 13-5-136 


contains any language limiting the jurisdiction of the Commission from conducting an investigation 


unless or until a case is “closed.” 1  


Please open an investigation and report this matter to the Colorado Supreme Court, pursuant 


to Section 13-5-136. 
  . . . with kind regards, 


  


                                                           
1 Even if, arguendo, there was such a limitation, this would prevent the Commission from ever having 
jurisdiction over any probate or domestic relations case because, under such legislative acts as the UCCJEA, 
a court retains continuing jurisdiction over the parties, subject matter and its decrees and the case is never 
truly “closed.”  Statutory construction does not permit us to reach an absurd result, such as this. 











